The importance of a shared vision in emergency preparedness: engaging partners in a home-rule state.
This article discusses the importance of having a strong vision and culture within the context of emergency preparedness in a home-base state. It proposes a broader vision of public health, one that places public health emergency preparedness and response squarely at the center of the public health mission as a core function. It also lays out work currently underway and the future direction for maximizing the value of response-oriented partnerships at the state and local levels in the Evergreen State. The role of health care professionals and dental providers is specified in more detail. Broadening the public health vision requires recognition of the importance of multisectorial partnerships and their response potential, including the potential roles of all health-related professions and the development of systems to use that potential effectively.